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WASHINGTON', D. C\, March
20..The President, as

commander-in-chief of
the army and navy, has

red a grand joint maneuver of the

.1, the regular army and the or-

:./.( d militia v (National <luard> ft
)>iviaions .">. 6, 7 and >. comprising New
Kngland. New York, Pennsylvania.
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, 1 ir-
ginia and West Virginia."
No comment from official circles ac¬

companied this dispatch when it was

printed in the newspapers. None was

reded. Kver since the great coalition
id heen formed. America had faced

lie probability of war.

In the White House there was a

onference of the cabinet, attended
v tie chief of staff of the United

-Mies Armv and the admiral who

»as president of the general hoard
..i" the navy.

¦The regular troops are mo*l"S.
.ported the chief of staff. Every
.ast man of >m is on the way
He laughed grimly. "I take no credit
...! it. The trains of the country can
..., ,t without changing a schedule. l>o

um)W gentlemen, that even the
lie- roads often handle an ex-..nrsiori crowd a.- big as this whole

r.f ours7"
t «..renri of War shrugged bis
onld'er- "I'espttc all the talk of

. -V years, despite all cur £«£

the public .he
..Id truth."

*
*

The fleet." said the admiral to the

-.ewspaper correspondents an houi

:;it, r.P 4 assumed .o be an enemy
ileet too powerful for opposition- It

wi1 attempt to land at least 100.000
n.»,.tin. forces somewhere on the A

n is conceded that an

n,v planning invasion would
not coi- with less than that number.

. oncr.led also that a sufficiently
-,--at rtt can transport that num-

; ;. v'orc. safely across the ocean.
.' tart: er, concedes the land*

¦¦¦ cist defenses, admiral'."
,, '; ,h.! rorrrspon-letit of a Boston

vc been told that those
'

,' It 'he'r fourteen and twelve
sr.-i cannon and their tweKe-

ii ia' batteries, and mines an 1
... a'e as powerful as any in the

and can stand off any fleet-
tl

"Tiiev are not coast defenses.
answered the chief of staff. .

are harbor defenses. They can stop
warships from entering our
bors. They cannot prevent an enemy
from landing on the coast out of their
range And on the Atlantic coast oi

the l-nited States there are hundreds
of miles of utterly undefendedbeac

"
s opeu to invasion," he held out

Us hand, "as this.
h _».

.Tien what's the use of 'h,enJ,irbor"They furnish a protected har
^rlthln which our own navj could tak
Mfnve if defeated or scattered, sal

S2,SS!'.3K»"SS""-^i
.My none would venture so close as

^B%t;o%Tebtacou,inmombar0dU-.h5e cities
behind them.

*

¦Therefore." he continued, "if >"

enemy wishes to bring war to u9-

ust land an army of invasion. Our

arbor defenses force luni to do that
.jut.-having forced him to «

nny. their function ceases They ca

ot prevent him from landing it.

^jsressa*.f ^ *'lhe world that doesn't

Jta?' sta^fs^"team'sters!' *
ar

; and ail the other

;:. ^^Hnrwr".^haVwe had about three times as many
.1 r. . Ki.ee ally in Panama. Ho a iiiucu

t '.h,t leave" Forty-eight thousand.
\ ,"r wel' that'S What we've g"t here
nt i,om. But JO,I'll please fount on.

r They're in the Cojiet
. ? '. ..,,i have to man the harbor\rti," 1--..

, we've been talkingvl.wTouw'e go our mobile army-the
a .i force that we can put into the

TMd and move around. Thirty-one
tl ousand men.

^
* ?

A prett> straight tip.' agreed the
Washington correspondents when t

<r tl,* War Department. And as a

-.ra»*ht tip they passed it on to their
, So the nation read the next

ornitg how their army was being

",1(. readv Th. ; read how four com¬

pares of one infantry regiment were

fathered from Fort l.awton it. Wash-
i oTintiH-r four companies'romVoet'.Missoula in Montana. They;f"",^r,,,;^gia-tw^at«r.(rr-M-k*- i: N' v. York state.4

T *-ir fifth- .av^lry r^'imfnt. the>eT;,Ud. "to" Ko«
'¦liw-r^Virgima. for four troops of it.
J., Fort She, alan. Illinois, lor four more

i machine gun platoon, and
.''"'iC." laavenw,'lh. Kansas, for the
email! ng four troops needed to form

't1Uv-'"was'rteYd artillery whose com-TI'V" W*T Mci.ttered. guns., were scattered, guns,ponent u." from the Vermont line
"r:r Fio r nde There were signal(he F.io '.rano

,h philip-troops in A la ska.
'¦ Theren'was'n«u'r such mobilization as

,1 A Jiant mobilization in Kurope when
ntmn't had stood >*till for da>a and

? red wa's the Arnericai, army so small
» i*v units, that onU a fe\. Ui
:;*here and there could have not red
.t troops were i.eing moved at all.Ib.r" than One unmil.tary citizen,

looking over his newspaper that morn-
,-lK w.utlcs that had n-.ain-

i houghtf ul^rneii ^had ea'Ie.Wm him and
..is fellows to demand a chanKe.
More than one citizen, when he left
. house to «o to his accustomed

^ ork, looked in. at the sky and wou-
dered with a siiikinir heart, how soon
it. would seem black with war.

*
* *

|t was 3 peaceful, soft sky, with
r,H.by clouds sleeping on its bland,
blue arch. It radiated a tranquil
warmth of cominj? spring, and under

tl."*"- i.jattfr>.
«-War oi 1W».
.'I'gUc-n from a.- r im 1 j'u'lonb uf various *roe|ie

»» rtrlvu* rim'-.- Tbo nrai» system ib ..-.'B
t,.jr i-da,..1*4 mrti'aw aca.

it the Atlantic ocean lay equally peace¬
ful. equally soft, equally tranquil.
Yet even as the people of America

were taking- up the day's work, under
that soft, tranquil sea a message was

darting through the the incrusted
cables that swept away all peace.
Before noon, from sea. to sen and from

lakes to gulf, from the valley of the
liudson to tile sierras of the Rockies,
from Jupiter inlet to the Philippines,
ran the silent alarm of the telegraph
that the great coalition had declared
war! ,

Forty-eight hours later the combined
battle fleet of the four nations put to
s»*a with its army transports, bound
for the American const.'
The I'nited States learned of its «le-

parture before its rear guard had well
cleared the land. The news did not
come from American spies. It came
from the coalition itself.
War. the channel ion. as t'lausewitz

called it. was presenting a new aspect
of its unexpected phases. Not a cable
had been cut following the declaration
of war: and now the submarine cables
and the wireless began to bring of¬
ficial news from the enemy.news ad¬
dressed not to the American govern¬
ment, but to the American people.

*
tit *

It was news that told of an invul¬
nerable fleet carrying more than a

thousand rifled cannon of the largest
caliber ever borne by ships in all the
world. It told ot* enough battleships
alone 'and named them* to match the

republic's fleet with a dreadnaught tor

every effective American ship of any
kind.'
"Clever!" said the Secretary of State

to the President. "It is terrorism."
"Don't you think that you'd better re¬

consider your idea of letting this go

through?"' asked the Secretary of War.
"Jt's pretty dangerous stuff."
"It's the nation's war." answered the

President. "Will it demoralize our

people to know the truth, even under
the guise of terrorism? Do you know in
whose hands I'm going to leave that
question'.*"

"I can't guess," said the Secretary.
"In the hands of the newspapers," re¬

plied the President.
The newspapers did not require to be

told that the purpose of this novel
news service from the enemy was ter¬
rorism.
They answered terrorism by printing

the news.
Then the seacoast cities began to call

to Washington. By telegraph and tele¬
phone they demanded protection. ft
was a chorus from Maine to (Jeorgia.
Into the White House thronged the
congressmen.
"Defend us! Defend our people! De¬

fend our towns!" said they.7
"We cannot do it!" said the chief of

staff "No wit of man can guess at
what point of many hundred miles the
enemy will strike. He may land on the
New Jersey coast to take Philadelphia.
He may land on Long Island to march
at New York, fie may strike at Boston.
He may land between Boston and New-
York, on the Khode Island or Massa¬
chusetts coasts, and keep us guessing
whether he ll turn west to New York
or east to Boston. He may even strike
for both at once, from there."

*
& *

"Then why not put men into each
place to protect it?" demanded a con¬
gressman. "Are these great cities to
be left wide open?"

ou know how many regulars we've
got. Do you know how many effective
men we've pulled together by calling
out those eastern divisions of organized
militia? Their enrolled strength is 50,-
000 men. Their actual active strength
as shown bv attendance figures lias
been only about 30 per cent of that; but
we were lucky.8 This danger has
brought out all, probably, that were
able to corne. Still, there are less
Than 3u,00o men: and not quite half of
those have had wood field training. We
need them. We need them so badlv
that we're putting them all in th» first
line. But it's a little bit like.well, it's
murder."
"Then you mean to say The con¬

gressman was aghast.
"I mean to say,'' answered the chief

01 statf. with a set face, "that the army
is going to take what it has and do its
best. But it's going to do it in its own
way. No enemy will dream of landing
an invading army unless it is decisive¬
ly. overpoweringly superior to our own
Now. congressman, the only way for
an inferior army to accomplish any¬thing is to refuse battle until the
chances are as favorable as they can
be made. The inferior force must re¬
tire before a superior. It must for<e
the invader to follow t.ll he is weak¬
ened by steadily lengthening lines of
communications. His difficulties of food
and ammunition transport grow. JI^becomes involved in strange terrain^I^ast but not least, he gets more and
more deeply into a larnl filled with ahostile population. But if we must «le-fend a specific place at all hazardsthen we must stand and give battlewell. It will be only one battle.'
"You mean ?"
"I mean that such a battle is decidedalready. It was decided years agowhen the country refused "to prepare *'

"«Jood God, man!" The congressman
wiped his forehead with a trembling,fat hand. "I can't go back and ten
my people thai."
"You'd better not,"' said the generalgrimly.

The unhappy man, and other unhappy
men like him, went back to their con¬
stituencies knowing that now no cam¬
paign oratory would serve. Soften the
news they must, and would; but they
were the bearers of ill tidings, and
they knew what cornea to these.
The stricken cities heard. From all

the great coast, with its piled gold and
silver, there arose a cry. Men shook
their fists and cursed the machinery of
politics that had worked through the
blind years to hinder, to deceive and
to waste. The pork barrel ceased all
at once to be the great American joke.
"Throw men into our harbor de¬

fenses!" cried the cities of the coast.
"Hold them! Hold them!"
"We have 17,000 trained regulars and

5.000 militia more or less experience'!
to handle these complex giants,"answered the army, implacably "There
are 1,1 hi guns and mortars to handle.
It leaves no men to defend the works.
To throw the mobile army or any part
of it into the defenses for mere pro¬
tection is only to lock them up. The
mobile army must defend the defenses
from the outside. Jf it cannot do it
they fall."*
"Where is the mobile army?" ried

the cities. "Send it here!" clamored
each city.
There was no reply. Somewhere be¬

hind the Atlantic coast lay the mobile
army, nilent.
The cities stared to sea. They lis¬

tened for sounds from the sea. That
serving ocean that had made them rich
and great had become suddenly ter¬
rible, a secret place where there
brooded wrath. Every flay great mul¬
titudes, stirred by helpless, vague im¬
pulse, moved toward the water fronts
and gazed/^ down the harbors. Every
rumble of blasts or heavy vehicle,

of embarkation ot a luobiii/.fd and
pr*ptrf«l army a* calculated by European mil:
tary *taff officer*.

.<>ne thousand rifled «~annon ou!»l hr ?.numer¬
ated from the na*al lists of les.s tbau f«»ur pow¬
er*. Leaa thao four powers could inat-h «#ur navy
with battleship*.

TTbi«* i» exactly what happened during the
Sai*nlsh Ain»rt«an «ar.
.From I'n'ted Sfaf^a War Department reports

fo* 11*15 on militia organization.
'This utaremetit do. * not ln-tray a noihtaiy ae

.-ret. !t i* vi-ll known to a fon-iffii government-
that w. auooi uef' Dd cu* .../*»l «J*.f"Uv.v ajaln t

attack.

A Narrative Fact Story Based Authoritatively on the Inexorable Mathematics of War.What
Can Be Done to Oppose an Invading Army With Our Actual Present Resources in Regu¬
lars, Trained Militia, Untrained Citizens, Coast Defenses, Field Artillery and All Other
Weapons of Defense.What Our Harbor Defenses tCannot Prevent. 31,000 Men Our
Actual Mobile Army.The Battle That Was Decided Years Before.
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-and sank an armored cruiser that had fallen out ofline
to repair some unknown injury to her macAiKery-* ~ -

every sudden great noise. startled the
cities into a quick: "Listen! Cannons!"

"Wnere is the fleet?" The question
ran from Maine to Florida, till it, too,
became one great clamor, storming at
the White House. Again there was
no answer.

Days before, the American fleet had
steamed out of the eastern end of
1-ong Island sound. The tail, gray
dreadnoughts and armored cruisers,
each with its circling, savage brood of
destroyers: light cruisers, torpedo
boats, sea-going submarines, hospital
ships, auxiliaries and colliers, one by
one th#y had passed into the open sea
and vanished.
But though no man knew where it

was, from its unknown place it spoke
by wireless lu Washington, and
through Washington to the nation.
From "somewhere between the Vir¬

ginia capes and%rhe northern end of
the Bahama Islands" where it lay, it j
had sent out its feelers across the sea
toward the oncoming foe.swift gray
feel»-rs whose tall skeleton lire control
tops re white with watching sailors.
And so. presently, between the enemy
and the American coast there lay a.
line of relays to catch the news and
pass it on to tie nation and its fleet.
.More h:t h a hundred miles of sea,

said the news, were covered by the
advancing fleet. it was a hundred
miles of steel forts; and outside of
fiiein, dashing ba-'k and forth in cease
less patrol, were the lighter and faster
craft, consisting of destroyers and
small, swift cruisers.
The seout cruiser Birmingham had

spied ships inside evert the Inner line.
But they were not transports. They
wre still warships. The troop trans¬
ports were so far within all the pro¬
tective cordons that the American
scouts, lying far along the horizon,
could not even sight their masts.

The enemy fleet scarcely made an

attempt to attack the spying vessels.
It seemed almost that the enormous
mass was too insolently sure of its
power to trouble about the scouts.
So, with watching cruisers and de¬

stroyers hanging to its sides day ar.d
night, the Invaders' armada moved
westward as steady as a lifeless,
wicked, machine Never varying their
distances or relative positions, never

falling out of line, never altering: their
speed of fourteen knots, the dread-
naughts and battle cruisers guarded
their precious transports, trusting to
their outer cordon to keep off all at¬
tacks. And the outer cordon held true.

It did not move slowly, majestically,
like the armored line. incessantly it
swept back and forth, and in and out,
pati'ding the sea to a distance so far
from the battleships that the Ameri¬
can scouts rarely could approach
nearer than to sight, from their own

tops, the tops of the dreadnaughts.
As the enemy covered the sea, so he

filled the air. Constantly, all day long,
floating and drifting with the soft
white clouds far beyond the farthest
extent of the cordon, his aeroplanes
surveyed tht- water-world. And all day
long, and all night long, the ships'
wireless tore the air.
The American tireless, too, played

forth its electric waves of air night
and day. From daring scouts to relay
ships, and from relay ships to hidden
fleet and to waiting nation, went the
story out of the far sea. The American
millions knew the progress of the
coming enemy as if the fleet were an

army moving along a populous high¬
way of the land.
The nation watched the implacable,

remorseless advance breathlessly, ap¬
prehensively; but behind its apprehen¬
sion there was hope "Surely, surely,"
men said to each other, "our splendid
sailors will get at them!"
Accustomed by its history to expect

thrilling deeds of dash and enterprise
that should wrest success out of dis¬
aster-, the I'nited States waited for the
deed.

it came. Out of the fur Atlantic

FOREWORD BY THE AUTHOR.

¦TpME theoretical assumption 111 this series' ui articles
** in The Sunday Star is that the United States is attacked.
Every other incident is a straight statement of what abso¬
lutely must happen in such a case, with our military estab¬
lishment remaining what it is today. In the wo.nds of certain
foremost military executives of the United Spates Army,
who have cognizance of these articles, it is "THE COLD
TRUTH."

Nothing is overstated or understated. Every reference
to military efficiency, supplies of cannon, atrtm unition and
other implements, numbers.ot men in the various military
units, and so forth, is based conscientiously on the actual
resources shown today in the official records of -the military-
establishments of the United States.

The descriptions of the preparatory mobilize.ion, as.sem-

blage and management of our regular army and militia has
been approved as technically correct.

The description of the procedure of our small army in the
presence of a large enemy army that has successfully landed
i.> not a piece of "armchair strategy."' It is what a numeri¬
cally weaker force must inevitably do in modern war condi¬
tions.

This story, which will appear \n weekly installments, is
not a plea for militarism. It is not a plea for AHIYTHING.
It is intended simply to tell in logical sequence la»:ts that do
exist. It is the answer of military experts, who long have
faced these facts apprehensively, to the question: "Can We
Defend Ourselves?"

came the story. It came from the bat¬
tleship Kearsarge and went to the
Chester, it was passed on by the Ches¬
ter and picked up by the Tacoma, and
the Tacoma tossed it into the air and
sent it to the coast.
"Engaged," said the Kearsarge, "have
sunk." and then there came a break

in the message. "Destroyer.light.
cruiser " spoke the wireless again,
and stopped. "Armored.cruiser,"
spoke the wireless again in half an

hour. "Port beam disabled.with¬
drawing pre-dreadnaught abaft.
starboard.beam.firing.14,000.yards
dreadnaught.port t»e*m " Again

there came an abrupt check to the
wireless.
To the men on the fleet "somewhere

off the Virginia capes," and to the men
in newspaper offices from ocean to
ocean, it was as if they were witness¬
ing 'he tight. Indeed, tlie presses had
some of it printerr and on the street
before the battleship's story was done.
"Dreadnought " started the wire¬

less again. "17.000.yards.am struck
after gun upper turret am

struck.forward.gun.lower.turret-
dismounted.am struck.after.gun.
lower.turret "

The air fell silent. It was the last
v.orrt from the Kearsarge.
"As a man." said the admiral that

night to the correspondents who
pressed him for an interview, "I am

glad that the Kearsarge did it. As
admiral. I can only say that her de¬
struction, old though she was, is a

heavy loss to us that would not be
balanced, even if, besides the ships she
sunk, she had sunk both the dread-
naughts. We have ordered the fleet
to keep itself intact."

?
* *

. Does that mean that there are to be
no raids."

"It cannot be done." answered tlie ad¬
miral. "With sufficient machinery

heroism can do as great deeds today as
ever. Without the ma#*hjnerv it can
only go down, singing.'" The enemy
transports are within an inmost line of
great ships. At the margin of their
zone of fire is another armored line of,
dreadnaughts. And the outer cordon
is at the margin of that zone of fine.
Thus one of our raiding ships wotdd
have to break through at least thirty
miles, every inch of it under fire from
half a dozen ships. It oajmot be done.
This enemy fle«>t could ba broken only
by brute force. To attack in force with
our inferior fleet would m«an simply
that we should smash ourselves against
him as unavaUingly as if wne smashed
ourselves full speed ahead against a.
rock coast."

*
# *

"But surely at night ouf ships can
dash in:-' insisted the public, reluctant
to give up romantic hopes. "Wait.
and some jiight you will see!"
Then there came a wireless relayed

from the Conyngham, biggest and
swiftest of the American destroyer
divisions. She had circled the whole
enemy fleet. Hying around it throusli
days and nights at the full speed of lytr
thirty knots. Her message told why
there could bet no raids at night.
There was no- night. All the sen, ran

the Conyngharn's tale, was lit liie a
flaming city. The outer cordon nlayed
its searchlightjs far toward each hori¬
zon. It played other lights inward, to¬
ward its own battleships. And the line
of battleships' in turn, kept mighty

1 .Certain naval expert*, hasir.tf tbeir opin¬
ion on btudj* of the recent naval nattier. claim
tliat a difforence of as little as 10 per -eot in
elTieion<\v twtween rteeth otherwise ataoltitalv
...trial nVsrfi Inevitable <leatru--tlon for tli# In¬
ferior fleet..

*

searchlights, bov.* and stern, steadily
on their transports.
Each transport had its guard, whose

bright surveillance never shifted, never
wavered, from dusk to dawn. These
sentinel dreadnaughts never turned a

searchlight to sweep the surrounding
sea. They held their transports stead¬
ily in the white glare.
There was not an inch of ocean with¬

in their lines that was not ablaze. A
fragment of driftwood could not have
floated into that vivid sea without
being detected by a hundred eyes.
But those steady, unshifting lights

told the Oonyngham the secret story
of the hidden transports. Though the
destroyer's men could not even have
sighted the tops of their mants in the
brightest light of day. they could
.'onlit the fixed lightbeams, distant as

they were.
In the War and Navy departments

they made up estimates from the «;od«*
report. When it was done, the Chie**
of staff nodded "Of course our in¬
formation assured us that they would
send at least a hundred and fifty thou¬
sand men. Now that we have an Idea
how many transports they'd got, we

itre sure of it. And they are bringing
Vast munitions of war, perhaps more
than we've estimated."
Now the news came fast and faster,

as the fleet, and its hovering spies,
came nearer.
The Alabama, sister ship to the

Kearsarge. by haphazard fortune got
between two enemy scouts ami the
main fleet, and accomplished by sud¬
den attac k what she never could have
accomplished by speed. She sank them
within twenty minutes, and returned
Without injury. It was thirteen-inch
guns against eight-inch, and the story
was as it always is. The inferior
enemy ships went down like pasteboard
under the fire of the turret guns on
the American vessel.
On the same day, almost at the same

hour, the scout cruiser Birmingham, at
the other end of the enemy line, sent
report that the destroyer Bainbridge.
tiniest of the division, had driven her
two eighteen-inch torpedoes home and
sunk an armored cruiser that hnd
fallen out of line to repair some* un¬
known injury to its machinery. The
Bainbridge did not tell its own story.
The little boat and her men wen- blast¬
ed into nothing within t'i minutes

by a battle cruiser that had turned to
protect her mate.

*
S:

These disasters, that might have been

appalling to a lesser sea power, left the
great navy of the coalition unshake''
Steadily, import urfoa hi > it kept on its

way.
So there came the day when coaster*

and small craft sped wildly Into the

shelter of Boston and New York ha-
bors. into lx>ng Island sound and int«»
the "Delaware arid i'hesapeake bay*.
They had seen tin enemy.
Next morning, in n gra>. transparent,

peaceful April dawn, watchers on the
coast, gazing across the empt>.
Atlantic, to the immense half-circle of
the horizon, saw innumerable tiny ob¬
jects juet sticking up above the rir>
o* the sea. Through the ^laes tbe¬
seemed to be little perches of skele¬
ton iron built i" the deep ocean
Set at beautitull.N precise distance*

apart, they dotted the sharply outline*!
edge of water u-;d sk> north and soutl
far beyond vision
Innocent and quiet they appeared. .«*

they stood there, growing: slowlx. \*er>
slowly, up out of the far sea
And the roaring presses, spouting

f».rth extra editions east. west, north
and south, told the I nvted States of
A inerb-a
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COUNTRY ABOUT WASHINGTON
SUITABLE FOE NUT GIOWING

ONE of the neglected possibilities
or slighted potentialities of the
country adjacent to and tributary

to Washington is nut culture. This fact
is being pointed to by persons inter¬
ested in the culture of nuts in those
sections of the United States which
have become famous for the cultivation
of various nuts in a commercial way.
A man interested in the growing and
marketing of pecans on a larjre scale
has recently pointed out that "Virginia
will become an important nut-produc¬
ing state as soon as its people appre¬
ciate the opportunities it offers for
growing pecans and walnuts." He says
that in the last ten years, since grow¬
ers have introduced choice varieties of

pecans and have learned how to propa¬
gate them in Virginia, commercial
pecan culture has been put on a sure

basis wherever the orchard is planted
under proper conditions and given ade¬
quate care. It is alleged to be an in¬
vestment of an enduring nature, that
It yields a product for which there is
an unlimited demand, with no imme¬
diate prospect of overproduction, am!
that it is a pleasant business which
gives large returns from a small in¬
vestment of money and industry.

It may not be known by the average
Washingtonian, whose knowledge of
pecans does not extend beyond the big
sack in which he sees them at the
grocery store or the confectioner's, that
the pecan grows splendidly (>lose around
Washington, both in Virginia and
Maryland, and it would be surprising
if some old pecan trees could not be
found in the District of Columbia.

On many of the old plantations near

W.ashington the pecan tree was as

familiar as the cherry tree, and in the

gardens of the olden planters' homes
it divided honors with the black walnut
tree. Near Washington are pecan trees
which, to judge from their girth and

height, must long ago have passed the

century mark. On the shore of the Po¬
tomac river just south of the boundary
of the District and on the Maryland
side opposite the mouth of Hunting
creek, which is the body of water to

the south of Alexandria, are two giant
pecan trees. They grow in what was

the garden of th«* Kozier, or Floret-,
place, the name of tl:" family which :«t
one time owned the land on which Fort
Foote stan« :;.nd wi.use name Is per¬
petuated ir r".. ; tl.t- bluff
on which the ruins of' Fort Foote stand
Those trees have borne a large crop

of excellent pecans for years out of
mind and promise to continue to pro
duee for many years to com*-. The
have never had the slitrht« st attentioi
because it is very probable that th«*
dweJIt-i"-! do\v :: t way. though the.
enjoy the fruit of the trees, do n«»i
know very much about the culture o

pecans. If on--" -tnor\ uo« back
very far he will surely ret-all that pe¬
can trees were a feature of obi war¬
dens.
That the blaej. walnut tree grows to

perfection in the country around
Washington i^ within th«' knowledge o
everybody who knows that tre«- b>
sipht. A century a*o the black walnu-
was so common that choice portions of
the trees were used for fence rails and
the parts of the t ee not available for
fencinj? were used as firewood. With
the incoming of the vogue of black
walnut furniture the tree began to dis¬
appear, but it has not wholly disap¬
peared and those that grow nea»*
Washington are prolific nutbearers and
in a very small way commerce is car¬
ried on in these nuts.
The food value of the black walnut

is well known and a large number of
person.- esteem i* h Khly. Yet it is
probably true that nobody near Wash¬
ington has what inipht be called <

black walnut orchard and that nobody
has turned a thought to the cultivation
of black walnuts oti a commercial
scale. Perhaps as time passes, as th«»
need for food becomes a more pressfnir
subject and as the development of thin
part of the country goes on there will
be many pecan and walnut orchards
the country around Washington.
Naturally the region in which W ash¬

ington is situated is a great chestnut
country, but commerce in chestnuts has
always been carried on in a hopeless!>
haphazard way, not much thought bt
ing given to the chestnut except as a

fall diversion or a titbit to be munched
at odd times. Yet in other countries th^
chestnut has been developed into an

important article of food and an article
of export to the United States. With
the blight of chestnut trees, for which
no remedy seems yet to be found, the
future of chestnut culture in thes#»
parts does not appear bright, but it is
an ever-present possibility that a cure
for this tree evil will be found.

TRADE COMMISSION WILL COVER A BIG FIELD.
66/f^ OMPETITIOX is the life of

l( trade."
This old adage might well be

placed over the entrance door of the
federal trade commission offices, for
that motto is the guidepost which Con¬
gress in outlining the functions of the
commission has set up to show the di¬
rection in which the wheels of the
commission are to turn. In the law

creating the commission Congress stat¬
ed this brief paragraph, which aptly
describes the work which the commis¬
sion will do:
"The commission Is hereby empower¬

ed and directed to prevent persons,
partnerships or corporations, except
banks and common carriers subject to

the acts to regulate commerce, from
using unfair methods of competition."
The federal trade commission will

have power over the corporations of the

country similar to that exercised over

the banks by the federal reserve board
and the interstate commerce commis¬
sion over railroads. Its work will be
to investigate the organization, busi¬
ness conduct, practices and manage¬
ment of industrial companies and part¬
nerships and prevent them from stifling
competition. It is estimated that more
than 160.000 such business organiza¬
tions will come under its watchful eye.

* *

In taking up its work in this field to

prevent unfair methods of competition
the federal trade commission will
strive to prevent business methods re¬

garded by Congress as unfair. The four
methods are price discriminations be¬
tween different purchasers, tying con¬

tracts, which stipulate that a purchas¬
er or lessee shall not use or deal in
other commodities of a competitor of
the one selling or leasing; holding com¬

panies.that is, ownership by one com¬

pany of the stock of another, and in¬
terlocking directorates. This last pro¬
vision of the law goes into effect Sep¬
tember 26, 1916, two years after the
date of the passage of the law which
created the commission.
The members of the commission, on

account of their duties, are among the
most powerful and influential in the
United States. Upon their actions will
largely rest the business condition of
th* country. And not only throughout
tills country will their power be felt,
but all over the world, for the Presi¬
dent has said that they will, in addi¬
tion to their other duties, be a board
of tariff revision, if revision of the
tariff is needed. Their work on the
tariff will, of course, affect business in
other countries which trade with the
United States, and this means practi¬
cally every country on the face of the
earth.
Much of the work in the collection of

information to serve as the basis of
the first work of the new commission
has been done by the bureau of cor¬

porations. Department of Commerce,
which will be absorbed by the new

commission. Taking as a basis the
value of outi«it of the industries of
the Unite*! StaJtes, about 90 per cent of
these industries has been examined
in a general way by the bureau; this
affords the now commission a broad
general surveer of its field With a

view to furYifshing the commission
with general facts .as to processes of
iuaiiufacturc. organization and dornt-

nant financial control, a more compre¬
hensive ami detailed survey of about
twenty leading industries of the United
States has been made by the bureau.

The bureau has also completed a card
index of directors of the principal in¬
dustrial, railroad and public utility
corporations, insurance companies and
banks. There are approximately 6,500
corporations in the United States, ex¬

clusive of steam railroads, banking aiul
other corporations and corporations un¬

der the jurisdiction of the interstate
commerce commission, which have a

capital stock or bonded or other in¬
debtedness amounting to $1,000,000 or

over, engaged in interstate commerce.
It will be for the federal trade com¬
mission to scan the names of the direc¬
tors of these corporations with par¬
ticular care, with a view to enforce¬
ment of the prohibition against inter¬
locking directorates. Much informa¬
tion for a survey of that field lias al¬
ready been collected by the bureau of
corporations. Approximately one-third
of them have furnished, voluntarily or

upon request, reports as to their finan¬
cial condition, organization or other
similar facts for the bureau, that the

latter may turn them over to the com¬
mission.

It will be noticed, in this survey of
the work that is to be done b\ the fed¬
eral trade commission and of the work
that has already been done i:t gat lift¬
ing facts upon which it is to begin its
work, no mention is made of jurisdic¬
tion of the commission over associa¬
tions of employes.labor unions. While
the federal trade commission law is
silent on the subject, the CJajton anti¬
trust law is generally considered to
have taken labor unions out of the
jurisdiction of the anti-trust laws and
forbid their prosecution as in the case

of the Danbury hatters, in the follow¬
ing words:
"The labor of a human being is not a

commodity or article of commerce.
Nothing contained in the anti-trust
laws shall be construed to forbid the
existence and operation of labor, agri¬
cultural or horticultural organizations,
instituted for the purpose of mutual
help, and not having- capital stock or
conducted for profit, or to forbid or re¬
strain individual members of such oi

ganizations from lawfully carrying out
the legitimate object thereof; nor shall
such organizations or the members
thereof be held or construed to be ille¬
gal combination or conspiracies in re¬
straint of trade, under the anti-trust
laws."

"YANKEE DOODLE" A GE1MAN
TUNE. SAYS A SCHOLA1

Hs "Yankee Doodle" a German tune?
The Germans started making this
claim a number of years ago, then

they seemed to lay aside "Yankee
Doodle," but they have come back and
a German scholar is assuring anybody
who will believe him that "Yankee
Doodle" is of German origin.
So far as known, the first public men¬

tion of this claim was made about ten

years ago in the columns of the Frank¬
furter Zeitung,. and at that time Wal¬
ter Schumann, United States consul
general at Frankfort, sent vo the De¬
partment of State a translation of the
claim.
The German claimants said that It

was well known to them that the tune
"Yankee Doodle" was derived from a

march played by the Hessian troops
during the war of the American revo¬

lution. It was said that a German mu¬
sician by the name of Wewaiter in
studying the dances of the Schwalm
was struck by the similarity in form
and rythm of "Yankee Doodle" to the
music of those dances. He had Yankee
Doodle" played at the kirmess of the
village of Wasenberg and the young
men and maidens swung into a true
Schwalmer dance as though the music
had been composed for it. It is said
that during the American revolution
the chief recruiting officer for the en¬

listment of Hessians was Ziegenhein
In Kur-Hesse.
T«i* c.eiiiiun musical claimant said

that it was probable that the Hessian
recruits from the Schwalm, and whose
military band consisted of bugles,
drums and fifes, carried this tune with
them to America, where they played it
as a march.

It will strike a good many people as

somewhat improbable that the patriots
oi" llie Continental army fell tn love

with and adopted a tune which they
heard the Hessians playing.
It is also said that the Declaration of

Independence was first printed in th»»
German language, and it would seem
that this is a pretty good and substantial
claim. It has been written on the testi¬
mony of various authorities that the
Declaration of fndci>endence was first
published in lull -Inly 1770. in Ger¬
man in the Philadelphia Staatsblatt,
which was a journal published by one

Henry Miller, who had been a printer
with Kenjannn Franklin. When Lord
Howe ?:nd the British took possession of
Philadelphia, it is said that one of the>
first of the acts there of the British
commander was to confiscate the press
and printing plant of Miller.
Not many months ago there went ths

rounds of the press a story to the effect
that "The Last Kose of Summer" was a,
German tune. The Irish and English
and the other English-speaking allies
went at this German claim with how¬
itzers, bayonets, sabers and other
things and brought "The Last Kose *Of
Summer" back to their own lines.

It is well known that the Germans
claim "Maryland. My Maryland" as a
tune that was theirs long before the
American civil war came on. and it has
been found iutile to deny the claims,
first. because the tune of "Maryland. My
Maryland" really was a German tune.
A great many of our American songs
that i3, those that are really good.

are found to be of foreign origin. Os¬
car G. T. Sonneck, chief of the division
of music in the Library of Congress,
wrote a report on the origin of "The
Star Spangle Banner" tune and finds
that it was an English drinking sotig
entitled "To Anaereon in Heaven." and
was written by John Stafford Smith
about 1770 for the Anacreontic Society
of London.


